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When Jamie Kelly unexpectedly passed away from cardiac
arrest at the age of 44, his friends and family were absolutely
devastated. Jamie is survived by his wife Jacqueline, two
kids, Elizabeth and Owen, and a community that misses him
dearly. In the wake of his passing, A small group of friends
wanted to help his family through this difficult time, and thus
the JK Foundation was formed.

“Our mission is to honor the legacy of Jamie Kelly by
providing support to grieving families,” said co-founder
Shawn Darnell. “Our vision is to create a community of
families united by loss and empowered by the memories
and values of their loved ones.”

The Darnells are Great Bridge natives and are incredibly
grateful to the community that raised and supported them
throughout their lives, and who now support their important
mission and vision for the community. Since Jamie’s passing,
the Darnells have known several families in their network of
friends who have suffered this same, unimaginable loss and
they are in awe of this community and the way it has shown
up in support of those families.

“Our roots run deep and continue to connect us. My wife,
April, and | are graduates of Great Bridge High School and
have been part of this community all of our lives. We love this
area and have a great network of friends and family that keep
us anchored here in the community,” he shared fondly. “The
Great Bridge community is like a family. The connections
that have been made within this community remain strong
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through distance and time. There is so much kindness and
willingness to help others.”

The JK Foundation works to provide financial support for
housing and educational costs, travel, sports and anything
else a grieving family might need in the wake of such a loss.

“After the suddenloss of a parent/guardian, there are so many
changes to the family dynamic and those left behind may be
struggling to cope financially,” Darnell said. “This is where
we can step in and try to ease some of that financial burden
and help in their time of need as they begin navigating their
new normal.”

The foundation, which started as a memorial golf tournament,
has blossomed into a valuable asset to those in need in the
Great Bridge community, all in the name of Jamie Kelly and
the lessons he worked to instill in his children.

“Jamie would say to his children, ‘be your best’. This saying
is intertwined in everything we do as a foundation,” shared
Damell. “We want to be the best at supporting Jamie’s
family, be the best at helping others in our community, and
be the best at serving others. Our hope is that others will
see what an amazing man Jamie was and that our love for
him will continue to help connect us to families who need
our support.”

To learn more about The JK Foundation and how you can
help, visit thejkfoundationinc.org.
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